Commentary:
This is the fourth edition of this cytology book, and there is a reason it continues to be reissued. The major strengths of the book are the large number of images, both Papanicolaou stained and air dried Geimsa based stains, and its completeness, including specific chapters on pediatric, skin, splenic, and testicular aspiration just to name a few of the more uncommon topics it covers in depth. The authors have an enormous amount of experience between them, and they seem to have put that experience on the page. As a result, it is difficult to identify an entity that is not discussed as well as illustrated. Nevertheless, at less than 500 pages, the book is a testament to concise editing.
In comparison with other aspiration texts, this has a very international feel. The contributors are literally from all over the globe, and some chapters, such as the one of aspiration of the prostate, are unlikely to be included in textbooks originating from within the United States. In addition, the approach to some litigiously difficult areas, such as breast aspiration, may be slightly different than the approach taken in some areas of the United States.
The major weakness is the size of the split screen images, which the
